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November 2007 Rapid Census 

of the Hoffman Triangle

RALLY Foundation
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What did we do?

A 3-day sweep of Hoffman Triangle area of Central City
We knocked on all the doors

–

Completing at least a visual assessment of every residence

We surveyed everyone who answered

–

Successfully completed a household survey on 93 residences

We asked them about their neighbors

–

Collected information from “neighborhood informants” on 88 
households

All together, we collected demographic, needs and assets 
information on 120 households.  We visually assessed all 1,211 
residences for occupancy.
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What did we ask?

The number of questions on our survey:

16

This was a rapid assessment activity.

–

Objective: rapid collection of highly focused 
information to support decisions about what 
to do for Hoffman.

–

Data was collected as per CSI steering committee 
request.
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What did we ask?

Occupancy
Number of people
Age groups
Employment
Vulnerable groups: children, elderly, female-headed 
households
Biggest problems/needs
Existing services, service gaps, locations
Community center access, utilization
Potential locations for Community Center
Priority services
Hoffman School
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Why did we ask these questions?

Because we want to know the number of people 
potentially served in Hoffman

–

How many kids, elderly, renters, female-headed households

What services/assets do they have access to, and 
where are they getting them.
What are their current needs and problems.
What kind of activities and services should this group 
think about pulling together to offer.
What might a community center or safe haven do, 
and where might it be located.
Because Rosalind asked us to.




[bookmark: 6]


[image: background image]



[bookmark: 7]


[image: background image]
Population/Occupancy

Initial Estimates

–

Total population: 799 people

–

Occupancy rate: 30.2%

These are very rough estimates

–

Maybe lower, probably not higher

–

Occupancy was assessed three different ways

At an absolute minimum: 

–

293 people total
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Demographics: Race/Ethnicity

What is the race or ethnicity of your household?

Black/African 

American

81%

Mixed household

11%

Asian

1%

Hispanic

6%

W hite/Caucasian

1%
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Demographics: General

Mean household size: 2.46 people

Education: tbc

Employment: tbc

New/Post-K residents: tbc
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Demographics: Age

Age Breakdow n

9.8%

19.9%

57.3%

13.0%

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

70.0%

Children Under 5

School Age

Children (5-18)

Adults (19-64)

Elderly (over 65)
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Groups: Dependents

Rough estimates:

–

78 total kids under 5

–

160 total school age kids (5-18)

–

104 total elderly (65 and over)

At an absolute minimum:

–

24 total kids under 5

–

49 total school age kids (5-18) 

–

32 total elderly (65 and over)

–

25 total female-headed households with kids
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Groups: Female-headed households

Female-headed Households (with kids)

75.8%

24.2%

0.0%

10.0%
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50.0%

60.0%

70.0%
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Groups: Dependents

Percent of Dependents in Female-headed Households

76.2%

87.0%

50.0%

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

70.0%

80.0%

90.0%

100.0%

Children Under 5

School Age Kids (5-18)

Elderly (65 and over)
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Groups: Owners and renters

2007: Do you own this residence or rent?

Own

30%

Rent

66%

Other

4%

2006: Do you own this residence or rent?

Owner

41%

Renter

45%

Other

14%
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Needs/Problems (2006)

Identified Houshold Problems in Hoffman in 

2006

70%

70%

60%

60%

54%

56%

58%

60%

62%

64%

66%

68%

70%

72%

Lack of Available

Supermarket

Loss of Sense of

Community

Lack of Utility

Services

Crime
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Needs/Problems (2007)
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Needs/Problems Volunteered

Financial problems

–

“Lack of support from FEMA/Road Home”

–

“FEMA not providing money to pay rent.”

–

“Cost of living is more expensive”

–

“financial problems.”

–

“no insurance/Road Home”

Problems Rebuilding Houses

–

“fixing house [is a problem]”

–

“fixing houses, new supplies, no/inadequate housing"

–

“slow recovery”

–

“lots of houses need to be fixed/rebuilt”

Problems accessing food and groceries

–

“no grocery stores”

–

“Getting to grocery store [is a problem]”

Neighborhood cleanup

–

“[need to] clean up neighborhood”

–

“A lot of things, houses need to be cleaned up”, “debris in streets”,  “dilapidated houses

–

“empty houses”

–

“Sewage issues”

–

“Trash Everywhere” 

–

“rodents/rats”
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Needs/Problems Volunteered

Problems finding affordable housing

–

“can't go back to same apartment”

–

“no/inadequate housing”

–

“Higher rent“

–

“[lack of] renter assistance”

Problems with FEMA or Road Home

–

“fixing house [is a problem]”

–

“FEMA not providing money to pay rent”  

–

“[problems] receiving road home money”

–

“slow recovery”

Problems finding open school

–

“schools in neighborhood not open”

–

“no schools…parks/recreation”

Transportation problems
Crime/Safety

–

“crime and safety”

–

“drug area”

–

“gas leaks”

Coping

–

“coping with life”

–

“no access to counseling”
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Access to Services

54.9

18.7

26.4

Child care services?

26.7

35.6

37.8

Legal services?

50

11.1

38.4

Elder care services?

7.7

51.6

40.7

Primary health care services (clinical services, shots, doctor visits)?

37.8

21.1

41.1

Mental health/counseling?

41.1

14.4

44.4

Small business assistance?

23.6

30.3

46.1

Jobs and job training?

27

25.8

47.2

Youth and recreational services?

26.7

17.8

55.6

Housing services?

2.2

38.5

59.3

Food and groceries?

Don’t Know

Yes

No (%)

Is it easy for you and your neighbors to get:
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Access to Services

44.1%

Primary health care services (clinical services, shots, doctor visits)?

51.5%

Legal services?

58.5%

Child care services?

60.3%

Jobs and job training?

60.6%

Food and groceries?

64.7%

Youth and recreational services?

66.1%

Mental health/counseling?

75.5%

Small business assistance?

75.7%

Housing services?

77.6%

Elder care services?

Of those who did answer/know, the % 
saying it is NOT easy

Is it easy for you and your neighbors to get:
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Priority Services

2%

Other

6%

Small business assistance

6%

Youth Entrepreneurial, like Café Reconcile

8%

Performing arts/cultural events

10%

Legal Assistance

11%

Adult education programs

12%

Mental health/counseling

16%

Other health care services

17%

Adult social activities

18%

Housing services

26%

Organized sports and & after school programs

27%

Police/Crime prevention classes 

29%

Tutoring/homework assistance

30%

Elderly care and support

40%

Skills/job training

% who ranked it in their top three

Priority Services
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Community Center Utilization

Are you aw are of a community center that serves your 

neighborhood in any of these ways w e just talked about?

Yes

24%

No

64%

Don't Know

12%

If yes, where?

2020 Jackson
Ashe on Aretha Castle Haley (also has YMCA)
Castle Rock
Catholic Charities
Church across Claiborne
Constant St.
Edna Pillsbury
Jackson-Catholic Charities
Jackson and Simon Bolivar
Jackson Ave - Total Community Action
Jackson Ave
Jackson/Simon Bolivar
On Tulane
St Jude on Rampart
St. Charles
St. Phillips
The Kingsley House
total community action/Bethany
Washington
Washington Ave.
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Community Center Utilization

Do you use it?

Yes

55%

No

40%

Don't Know

5%

Would you use such a community center one if there w as one in 

your neighborhood?

Yes

88%

No

6%

Don't Know

6%
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Community Center Location

Broad and W ashington

Yes

90%

No

4%

Don't Know

6%

JW Hoffman School by Taylor Park

Yes

81%

No

6%

Don't Know

13%

Jackson and Simon Bolivar

Yes

66%

No

21%

Don't Know

13%
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Community Center Location
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Pantry Usage by Distance from Pantry in the Treme (12/10/2005)
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       Pantry Usage Among those Returned
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Community Center Location

Is there another location for a community center which would 

be better?

Yes

37%

No

43%

Don't Know

20%

If yes, where?

a lot of empty lots on Claiborne
Anywhere in the Broadmoor area
anywhere on a bus route
Broad and Fountainbleau
Broadmoor Library
Broadmoor center
but closer
Canal
Claiborne
Claiborne btwn. Washington and Toledano
Clark/Signature schools are closed
Closer
Earheart/Carrolton area - developing; near Friedman's 
Association
Hartman School
in area
Jackson & Galvez
Jackson/MLK - former center
Louisiana Ave.
MLK/Broad area
MLK/Claiborne
more spread out
Near precinct
On Tulane
Robertson & Magnolia (former police station)
Roman and Washington
School down street-Derrol Junior High, Tonti and 4th
School on Martin Luther
Telemachus-Gertown
Tulane and Jeff Davis
Washington
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Hoffman School

Do you feel it is important to open JW Hoffman School?

Yes

84%

No

3%

Don't Know

13%
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Take away points

Hoffman is primarily a neighborhood of adults.

–

Probably 70% over the age of 18

–

Many of the concerns reflect this age distribution

The elderly may be a smaller but significantly 
underserved group.

Home ownership may be lower than we estimated in 
2006 

–

41% in 2006 compared to 30% in 2007
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Take away points

The people who felt that they did not have 
good access to services outnumbered 
people who did in every service category 
except health and clinical services

–

Usually by a lot: 2 to 3 times as many

–

Suggests gaps and potential for intervention in a 
variety of areas
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Take away points

Major service gaps and problems which are on 
people’s minds in Hoffman include:

Finding affordable housing
Fixing their homes
Dealing with FEMA and Road Home
Cleaning up their neighborhood  
Accessing affordable food/groceries, 
Elder care and services, 
Small business support and job training
Youth services 

Also: crime, open schools, transportation, mental health/coping 

issues
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Take away points

Concerns about crime, education and youth 
also seem to be on the back of people’s 
minds
Some sort of entrepreneurial activity could be 
a good idea, even though the “Café 
Reconcile” concept was ranked low

–

Small business support, job training, and youth 
services did seem to be priorities.  

–

Food access is also a major issue.
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Take away points

There is evident community interest in the placement 
of a center or safe haven in Hoffman

The location does matter, and will potentially impact 
use.

–

Transportation IS an evident issue in this neighborhood

–

Jackson and Simon Bolivar is maybe too far away 

–

Broad and Hoffman/Taylor Park both seem like options

People overwhelmingly want to see Hoffman School 
reopened.
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Thanks

To our great team of 
grad students 

Charmaine Fox and her 
crew from Central City 

Tony, Lauri, Nancy for 
getting us rolling.
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